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to temporize. In the first case the Pope himself turned
against them, and in the second the bishops, as advisers
and ministers of the Crown, doubtless knew of the King's
financial difficulties, and appreciated the usefulness of the
Jews.
The group of decrees relating to dogma, though of the
greatest importance, call for a very special study, and as
this would have only very slight bearing on the reformation
of the Church in England in the reign of Henry III we shall
not attempt it. They ought to be studied rather from the
point of view of Christendom as a whole than of any one
country.
Of all the decrees those concerning procedure, and of
all procedural decrees those concerning elections, form the
most significant commentary upon the history and fate of
the Lateran Decrees in England, but so much has already
been-said on this subject that it is only necessary to add
a few words here. The object of Innocent in promulgating
these decrees was the spiritualization of the Church by
means of a Reformed Episcopacy promptly and freely
elected by cathedral chapters without the introduction of
any external or secular influences. The form of election was
therefore carefully defined in the twenty-fourth decree,which
deals particularly with procedure; the twenty-sixth orders
Jthat all candidates should be examined concerning their
qualifications so that only the best men should be appointed;
the twenty-third declares that in the case of vacancies not
being filled within three months the right of election should
t
o to the immediate ecclesiastical superior; and the twenty-
fth makes election by secular abuse illegal.
There is ample evidence that the twenty-fourth decree
was most rigidly observed. The Tractatus of Laurence of
Somercote is entirely built up round the Quia proffer clause,
the election decree of the Lateran Council, The clause
itself had to be read out to the electors before the election
was entered upon. The four possible forms of election
contained in the Quia proffer clause are exhaustively dis-
cussed ; inspiration, compromission, scrutiny, and postula-
tion. The greatest importance is attached to every detail
in the procedure. In addition to this treatise on elections
3343*9

